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Your Content, this Game



Quote from TIE09

ñIf you are teaching 
anything, you are 

also teaching 
vocabularyò 

Jack Holmquest



Vocabulary Casserole
Vocabulary Casserole  
 

Ingredients Needed  

 

20 words no one has ever heard before in his life  

 1 dictionary with very confusing definitions in it  

 1 matching test to be distributed on Friday  

 1 teacher who just wants students quiet on Mondays copying words  

 

Mix 20 words onto blackboard. Have students copy each word and then look 

them up in the dictionary. Make students copy down all the definitions. For a 

little spice, require that students write words in sentences. Leave alone all 

week. Top with a boring tes t on Friday.  

 

Perishable. This casserole will be forgotten by Saturday afternoon.   

Serves: No one  

Beers (2003)



Vocabulary Treat
Vocabulary Treat  
 

Ingredients Needed  

 

5-10 great words that you could use  

 1 thesaurus  

    map colors and chart paper  

 1 game like j eopardy or bingo  

 1 teacher who thinks learning is supposed to be fun  

 

Mix 5 to 10 words into the classroom. Have students test each word for 

flavor. Toss with a thesaurus to find other words that mean the same. Write 

definitions on chart paper and let us draw pictures of words to remind us 

what they mean. Stir often all week by a teacher who thinks learning is 

supposed to be fun. Top with a cool game on Friday like Jeopardy or bingo to 

see who remembers the most.  

 

Serves: Many      

Beers (2003)

Thesaurus
Pictures ïFind

10 to represent 
concept



Games Caveats

·Games are not a replacement for teaching, they are a 
supplement  to teaching

·Since BF Skinnerôs teaching machines in the 1950ôs, there 
has been concern that technology will replace teachers. If 
the computer can CARE, and create great art, then it 
might be possible. We are a long ways from that. You are 
ARTISTS that CARE .

·IMHO ïA second digital divide is emerging, one where 
rich kids go to school, and learn how to tell the computer 
what to do, and poor kids go to school, and learn how to 
take orders from a computer.



Games Benefits

·Research has indicated a 7 to 10% CLASS AVERAGE 
improvement when PowerPoint Jeopardy is used. 
Other review games may be as effective, but are not 
as well researched.

·Student engagement with content increases when 
games are used.

·Game creation has been simplified, so that one no 
longer needs programming, or even html skills to 
create engaging games that help students review 
content terms



PowerPoint Games

·Jeopardy

·Millionaire

·Weakest Link

·Hollywood Squares

responsible.ppt
Who Wants to be Skeleton.ppt
Weakest Link.ppt
Hollywood Squares Template.ppt


ContentGenerator.net

Needs  15 -20 MC 
Questions

Saves a .swf 
(flash file) AND
Html file.

Upload both,
link to html



ContentGenerator.net



Fling the Teacher



Add 16 to 20 questions, MC



Fling the Teacher Output

·Produces .swf and .html files

·If posting to webpage, upload both files, but link to 
html page (be careful with FrontPage/SharePoint  
here, copy/paste into directory, do NOT use 
FrontPage ñImportò feature)

·.swf file can also be placed in a smartboard slide, and 
used with a smartboard



SpellingCity.com

http://www.spellingcity.com/
index.php?option =com_spellcity&task =viewList&listId =1088703
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SpellingCity.com ïTeach me



SpellingCity ïTest me



SpellingCity-test results



SpellingCity - Games



Classtools.net

Very
Important

http://classtools.net/my/quiz84617.htm

http://classtools.net/my/quiz84617.htm


Classtools.net



Classtools.net

·Save Game

Gives you htm file
BUT still needs
internet 
connection


